
 

 

Parent Questions-LCAP 2015-16 

 

1. Is the district penalized if it does not make a goal or progress? 

The State Board of Education is in the process of developing a rubric to assist school 

districts, county offices of education, or charter schools in evaluating its strengths, 

weaknesses, and areas that require improvement.  As part of the rubrics, the State Board 

of Education shall adopt standards for school district and individual school site 

performance and expectations for improvement in regard to each of the state priorities.  

These rubrics are scheduled to be released next year.   

 

2. Do you have to be careful when setting goals so if you don’t meet a goal you don’t 

get penalized? 

The intent of the LCAP is to develop and implement a continuous improvement model 

for student success.  The State Board of Education is currently in the process of 

developing rubrics to assist with expected outcomes of LCAP goals, actions, and services 

and criteria to evaluate progress in meeting stated goals.  

 

3. Does the district have a plan in place to increase “A-G” for Burroughs? 

Students develop a four year plan upon entering high school.  The goal is to ensure 

students are college and career ready.  In order to graduate from high school, a student 

must meet specific requirements outlined by California Education Code.  If a student 

chooses to pursue college, the CSU/UC system requires students to complete additional 

coursework beyond state graduation requirements, commonly referred to as “A-G” 

requirements, which include additional math, science, and specific electives.   

 

Any student who chooses to enroll in an “elective” other than one that is required to meet 

“A-G” eligibility, are now no longer eligible for CSU/UC admission and, therefore, the 

percentage of students who complete the “A-G” is negatively impacted.   Generally, the 

“electives” a student might choose instead of the additional math, science and certain 

electives are vocational in nature (i.e. CTE, ROP).   A decision to change state graduation 

requirements to align to the college entrance “A-G” requirements could be made; 

however, this decision would limit student access to some CTE/ROP pathways.   

 

Additionally, if a student chooses to complete the “A-G” required courses, they must earn 

a semester grade of “C” or better for the course to meet the requirement.  If a student 

earns a “D” or “F,” the course does not count and, therefore, the student is no longer “A-

G” eligible.  Consequently, the school places considerable emphasis on monitoring the 

“D/F rate” in all courses, but specifically in the core courses.  Several strategies and 

resources are being implemented to address “D/F rates.”  For example, the district has 

now adopted and is implementing a “college prep” credit recovery program.  This allows 

students to retake “A-G” required courses.  If they earn a better grade the second time, 



the grade replaces the “D” or “F” earned the first time.  This allows students to re-

establish “A-G” eligibility. 

 

4. Are the metrics listed under the state priorities mandated by Education Code and 

can you add other metrics not listed in Education Code? 

Yes, there are specific metrics for each state priority outlined in Education Code to be 

monitored in the LCAP.  Districts can identify additional metrics to be monitored in state 

priority number 8. 

 

5. What is the D and F rate? 

Staff is monitoring the percent of students who receive A-F grades and identifying 

students who receive grades of D and F in the four core areas:  English, Social Science, 

Mathematics and Science.  Staff develops and implements strategies to lower the percent 

of students who are not meeting standards. 

 

6. Why are only English classes listed on the district prioritized needs assessment? 

Reducing class size in English classes was a recommendation received in one of the 

stakeholder groups.  English curriculum requires an extensive amount of writing and 

having lower class sizes would allow more individualized student support. 

 

7.  What is a Master Student class? 

A Master Student class is being considered as an elective course for a select group of 

incoming freshman to assist with the transition from middle school to high school.  It will 

provide study skills, homework help, and strategies necessary for students to be 

successful in high school.  This course will replace a science course in the freshman year. 

 

Parent Questions-LCAP 2014-15 

 

1.   From the beginning of the 2014-15 school year to present, has improvement been 

 noticed in student grades? 

The District is developing and implementing a systematic process to monitor academic 

performance, and based on performance data, develops and implements instructional 

plans to support improved student achievement.  Data indicates that 75% of core content 

areas met the established D/F targets for 1
st
 semester.  

2.   When my son’s class takes his English test, it is over a span of 2-3 days.  Is this 

 normal? 

In order for teachers to accurately assess and support student progress in learning 

Common Core standards, students are tested on standards in reading, writing, 

speaking/listening, and research.  This may require testing over the course of a couple of 

days in a class period. 



3. What will this “practice” time with no actual test scores do for kids who need test 

 scores to be accepted into college? 

The new state assessments are very different than prior assessments.  Students need 

practice in taking the new assessments so that they become familiar with the new 

question types, technology tools, and online platform.   

Beginning in spring 2015, the California State Universities (CSU) will use English language 

arts/literacy and mathematics performance level outcomes from the new state assessments to 

provide grade eleven students, their families, and their high schools early signals about students’ 

readiness for college-level coursework. Eleventh grade students who achieve a performance level 

of 4 in English or mathematics will be classified as ready for college-level coursework and will 

be exempt from taking the CSU English Placement Test.  Students who receive a level 3 in 

English or mathematics will be classified as Conditionally Ready and will be encouraged to take 

an approved English or mathematics class in the senior year and earn a grade of “C” or higher to 

be exempt from placement testing after admission to the CSU.   

4. Can we have universal apps for schools like Classroom Dojo so parents can be 

 trained? 

The District is working on making the school website the launching pad for parents to 

have access to all student information and applications (apps).  This will include a 

customized application that parents can download.   

Individual school sites are offering parent nights to familiarize and train parents on the 

Common Core Standards.  In addition, staff is offering technology classes to parents so 

they become familiar with the new online availability of instructional materials.  

5. What happens to the LCAP if we want to add another sub-group? 

Stakeholders meet regularly throughout the year to evaluate and review LCAP goals, 

actions, and services.  Using District goals, District data, and Stakeholder input, staff 

responds to identified needs and have the flexibility to add additional metrics above and 

beyond LCAP requirements. 


